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Happy New Year!  
And Congratulations of  making i t  to

100 years old!

That’s right. The Kiwanis New Year is October 1 and this year is the 100th year of Kiwanis in 
the Montana District. We will be celebrating in grand fashion throughout the year – much 
more to come on this later. Our celebration and Birthday Party will happen in Butte in 
August 2021 (the Gods willing and the pandemic settled).

For this day, I invite you to look newly at your club and your community. What are the needs 
TODAY? Who are the people and groups in need of our hands TODAY? Where can we offer 
the most support TODAY? 

After all, we have only now. And as you know, Now More Than Ever, Kids Need Kiwanis and 
Kiwanis Needs YOU. 

I am so thrilled and honored to serve as your Governor for this Kiwanis year. Shedding tears 
as I write this, I want you to know that you are all winners for the difference you make. (Did 
you know EVERY Kiwanian impacts 206 children EVERY year?) Who else do you know who 
could join our team? Invite them TODAY! 

SOME KUDOS: Today, we honor and thank Mary Brydich, 10 years our district secretary-
treasurer, and Hana Ciembronowicz, 7 years our district Guru in all matters web and 
communication. Your handprints are on our District forever and on our hearts as we move 
forward in the District, building on the strong foundation you have established. HUZZAH!

To Immediate Past Governor Jim Greene, we as a District would not be here without you 
and your dedication and foresight. When you warned us to be prepared for the ‘strange 
virus in the Far East’ we would have been wise to listen. Thank you for being proactive and 
building the District during the strangest of times!
And TODAY we start anew. Fresh from a great year under the prior boards and officers, and 
looking forward to the kids we get to support and the difference we get to make!

With your Lieutenant Governors, I will be ‘meeting’ you as appropriate for the wild times. 
We all must care for each other, covering our coughs and sneezes, washing hands, granting 
space to others – sounds like what mom taught me before grade school. Please take care of 
each other and share the amazing opportunity that is Kiwanis in your community. 

#NowMoreThanEver
#KidsNeedKiwanis
#KiwanisNeedsYou

Slainte! 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
Cathy Tutty Montana District of Kiwanis Governor

Cathy Tutty
Montana Kiwanis District of Kiwanis Governor
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The district office will change on October 1 to:

Kristel Callahan, District Secretary-Treasurer
Montana District of Kiwanis
1941 Harrison Ave., Ste D

Butte MT 59701
Cell:  406-490-2452

districtsecretary@mtkiwanis.org

Kristel Callahan joined the Kiwanis Club of Sunrise, Butte in 2000 and has served as secretary 
for the past 18 years.  She is very active in her club, passionate about children and is excited 
to serve as your secretary-treasurer.  She is also the Center Director for Sylvan Learning 
Center in Butte.

Mary Williams is the assistant secretary-treasurer and will serve as acting treasurer for this 
year.  Mary is a 14-year member of the Kiwanis Club of Helena, a past president and 
distinguished three-term Lt. Governor. Mary is especially recognizable by her amazing hats.   
She is retired CIA so you will know your finances are in good hands. 

Please welcome and support both of these amazing Kiwanians!

I want to thank the District Board, clubs and members who contributed towards a farewell gift.  
I will definitely enjoy the wine and luggage.  Thank you, Montana Foundation, for making a 
donation in my name to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund for the Eliminate Project and finally thank 
you to the Western Canada District of Kiwanis for making me an honorary member of the 
Western Canada District.  I have enjoyed serving as your district secretary-treasurer for the 
past 10 years.

I had many members contact me that they did not know that the district was (behind my back) 
collecting money for a gift.  If there are members or clubs who wanted to contribute, please 
make a donation to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund and earmark for the Eliminate Project.  Please 
mail the checks to Kristel and she will forward them to the Kiwanis Children’s Fund so the 
Montana District gets credit.  We are working hard to fulfill our pledge this year.  Thank you 
everyone!

For the past seven years, Hana Ciembronowicz has served the district as webmaster/graphic 
designer/KSpan Editor.  Hana has served as wonder woman as she created and updated our 
website in 2012, designed our flyers, programs & name tags for conventions, and did an 
amazing job on our district newsletter.  Hana is leaving this position on September 30.  Thank 
you for all you have done!  The district will miss you!!

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Secretary-Treasurer for the past 10 years.  I have 
enjoyed my time and working with the membership and clubs.  Thank you also for all you do 
for your community and children around the world.   

Wishing your clubs amazing years ahead!

OUTGOING DISTRICT SECRETARY -TREASURER MESSAGE

Mary Brydich Outgoing Montana District of Kiwanis Secretary-Treasurer

Mary Brydich
Montana Kiwanis District of Kiwanis Secretary Treasurer
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It has been a sincere honor to work with such a dedicated servant of Montana’s 
children as Mary Brydich for these last seven years. Little did I know that swapping
of the K-Span for someone to paint my deck would lead to such a rewarding 
experience with such an amazing woman. It has been my distinct honor.  

I have worked with some Governors who have really touched my heart.  
Paul Vang was my first Governor back collating those carbon paper monthly 
club reports.  I remember quickly looking up phone numbers daily for Governor Emil Eschenburg.   
There was laughter and convention schedule scrambling when Governor Win Bear would go off script.  
My year working with Governor Monaco was a sincere pleasure. I am ever grateful to Governor Alida
Wright for taking a chance on me. I wrote through sobs as I drafted articles for K-Span for Governors 
with whom I grew up that passed away; the articles for Governor Lauren “Bald Eagle” Damshen and 
Governor Chuck Dishno were especially tough. I even wrote one for the special spirit of Governor 
Don Lucas, who served as Montana District of Kiwanis Governor, when concurrently I was Circle K 
Governor, my sister was the Key Club Governor, and my father was the District Secretary. Boy did this 
District have membership growth that year! I revamped our website and did my best to gently bring a 
timid membership into the world of Social Media.

I was a Key Clubber. I was a Circle K Secretary/Treasurer and Governor. I am a Kiwanian. This is my 
27th year as a member of the K-Family. Therefore, it is never an easy decision when I decide to step 
away from a Kiwanis role. May this pave the way for a blessed 100th year for the Montana District with 
fresh ideas and a great year of growth and service.  It is always an honor to serve you all.  

OUTGOING K-SPAN  & WEB EDITOR MESSAGE

Hana Ciembronowicz   K-Span and Web Editor

Hana  (Baker) Ciembronowicz

• Secretaries, please make sure roster and members’ information are current with Kiwanis 
International.  If a member has changed his/her address or email address, please update this 
information.  That way they get their magazines, emails and Shout Outs.

• If a member is no longer with your club, please drop them as you go rather than waiting to the 
end of the year.

• If your club bills annually for dues, you should have sent out dues notices by now.   This way 
you can follow up and know who is not renewing before September 30. 

• Remember, you have until September 30 to drop members online.  From October 1-9, it is a 
manual drop by Kiwanis International as online is generally locked down for updating 
membership.  Members on your roster on October 10 are billed as an active member for 2020-
21 dues.  It is almost impossible to get this billing changed after October 10.

• If you cannot make changes to members online and need to contact Kiwanis International 
between Oct. 1-9:  Email member services at memberservices@kiwanis.org

• Please submit your online monthly reports for the year.  This is how KI keeps its non-profit 
status with the IRS and how we verify distinguished status.

Online Club Reporting
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MONTANA DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP GRANT

We realize that this is a difficult year for many of our members.  Governor Jim and the board have 
allotted $3,000 on a first-come, first serve basis to help members affected by COVID-19.  Clubs can 
receive up to $300 per club through October 30 if the grant money is not gone before.  The grants 
are intended to cover international and district dues.  Clubs are encouraged to help these 
members by covering their club dues.  Please see attached membership grant information.

COVID-19 Membership Grants for Existing Members

Volume 80 Issue 06 - 2020    8

Apply to Kristel Callahan:  districtsecretary@mtdistrict.org



The club liability insurance policy covers property and those attending the event.  It does not cover the 
Kiwanian.  In your packets that the secretary will receive during the next few weeks, you have an 
opportunity to cover your members.  The cost is very inexpensive ($3 or $4 per member depending 
on additional coverage).  You can take this insurance payment from your Service Account, so you do 
not have to increase your dues or take this out of your Administrative Account. 

Insurance Dues

Just a reminder that you can take the $17 insurance portion of your $117 dues and pay the insurance 
portion out of your service money.  $100 per member must be paid out of administrative funds.  I send 
two checks when I pay the Bozeman club dues. 

Club Liability Insurance

No doubt, the COVID virus has impacted our Kiwanis Club operations in 2020.  Some 
clubs have cancelled events, while others have created new fund-raising events like 
Miles City's Wheels & Reels Drive-in Movies, with hygiene, masking & social 
distancing in mind.  

The Kiwanis environment has always been dynamic!  Changes in laws, fads and public 
opinions have an ever-changing effect on our  projects or fundraisers and a Club's 
Liability.  So 2020 - 2021 is a good time to re-evaluate your club's projects and/or 
fundraisers for the future.  Describe in writing Who, What, Where, Why like a good 
newspaper story to provide consistency as Chairpersons and participating members 
change over time.  Look for risks and problem areas with safety of participating 
members and the public in mind.   

Included in your membership dues is a great International Insurance program that 
includes Commercial General Liability,  Liquor Liability (Montana Dept. of revenue 
licensed sale of Beer & Wine only), Directors & Officers Liability.   Accident Medical / 
Life Insurance for members is as little as $3.00 to $4.00 per member, is optional and I 
recommend it.   Our insurance is predicated on Clubs taking an active role in Risk 
Management first; to avoid & prevent  claims.

Now, more than ever, it is important to keep our members and the public safe; in the 
course of our Kiwanis projects & fundraisers.  As always, if you have a Risk 
Management or Insurance question or need a Certificate of Insurance call me.

RISK MANAGEMENT TIP FOR 2020-2021 YEAR

John S Menyhart, CIC

Montana District Risk Manager
johnmenyhart@Hotmail.com

(406) 951-3509
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WHAT CAN YOU DO IN ONE DAY?

Kiwanis club members around the world 
gather on the fourth Saturday in October 
— a day set aside for clubs to work together 
to better their communities. It’s also been a 
day when club members invite friends and
family to join them in a project that can 
Improve a community. 

This year, things are different. While Kiwanis 

One Day is still set for October 24, 2020, 
we know some clubs are not meeting due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Some clubs are 
meeting online only. Still others are meeting
in person and following social distancing 
guidelines. Some clubs have been able to 
work on service projects; some can’t begin 
to think about that. Some clubs have added 
members; others have lost members. 

If your club can plan and participate in a 
Kiwanis One Day event, make sure you follow 
local guidelines and restrictions. You can find additional information about gatherings, social 
distancing and other important health updates at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO) websites.

If your club can hold a One Day event, please let us know what you’re doing. Involve other members of 
the Kiwanis family — Aktion Club, CKI, Key Club, K-Kids and/or Builders Club — if that’s allowed in 
your area. Kiwanis One Day is a perfect opportunity to team up with any Kiwanis family club to clean a 
park, paint a shelter or provide playground maintenance.  

Invite others to join you — it’s a great way to introduce Kiwanis to your family, friends and colleagues. 
When you show potential members a project that helps kids, you engage them in the Kiwanis mission. 
After One Day, invite your guests to a Zoom or in-person meeting. 

MONTANA 

TECH 

CIRCLE K

Montana Tech Circle K helped raise 
funds for the Montana Tech Food 
Pantry.  A total of $9,600 was raised.  
Students at Tech can anonymously 
take food from this pantry.  The 
pantry relieves strain on the Butte 
Food Bank.  

Montana Circle K Update
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D I V I S I O N 4

SAVE THE DATE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM
KIWANIS DURLAND PARK

Celebrate 100 Years of Kiwanis in Billings 
with free food and drink. Program 
recognizing all Billings Kiwanis Clubs' 
contributions to our community! All are 
invited!

D I V I S I O N 4

Billings Golden K Kiwanis 
sponsored projects at 
Songbird Community 
Gardener.  This garden 
delivered over 400 lbs of 
tomatoes, cucumbers, 
squash, plums, and 
eggplant to Community 
Hope in Laurel.  

D I V I S I O N 9

The Boulder Kiwanis Club honored Gary Craft for his 35 
years of service with a surprise celebration.  Craft credits 
his dedication to public service to his involvement in Boy 
Scouts as a youth where he attained the rank of Eagle 
Scout, the first in Jefferson County. Town representatives 
and Kiwanians from Helena, Anaconda and Columbia 
Falls were there to surprise him. He has held the position 
of the Boulder Kiwanis Club Secretary/Treasurer for over 
20 years and has been an integral part of every service 
project and activity.

Sunrise Kiwanis loved being 
together at a Kiwanis picnic.  Thank 
you to Bill and Ruth for hosting.

Sunrise Kiwanis continues to make lunches for the 
Feeding the Hungry program. Donated 40 lunches 
on their week.

D I V I S I O N 3

Sunrise Kiwanis has 
backpacks for those 
students that need 
them at Sylvan 
Learning Center 
and other Locations.  

HISTORICAL 
T IDBIT 
FROM 
BUTTE
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D I V I S I O N 6

D I V I S I O N 7

AT T E N T I O N  D R U M MO N D 
FA M I L IE S!

Drummond Kiwanis collaborates with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library to send you 

children books.  Sign your eligible children 
up to receive a book sponsored locally by 

your Drummond Kiwanis Club.

This  is  a  great  partnership and 
that  can be explored by al l  

K iwanis  Clubs.  

In September, Glendive Kiwanis hosted a 
membership drive as one of their meetings.  As 
we kick off the new Kiwanis year, it’s a great idea 
for other clubs to do the same.  More members is 
more service and assistance to the kids of 
Montana.  

D I V I S I O N 5

There was a day of service in Glasgow, Montana.  
Kiwanians and others in the community took some 
time to beautify Valley View Home nursing home.  

Glasgow Kiwanis Expands To Nashua Schools
The Glasgow Kiwanis Club, in partnership with the Porcupine Booster 
Club, has extended its support of children to include the neighboring 
Nashua School District.  An extensive two-year initiative has been started 
including:

• Formation of a Nashua High School Key Club,
• Bringing Up Grades rewards for elementary students, and
• A major school pride effort to promote awareness of past school 

achievements and to improve the gymnasium and stage facilities.

The Nashua Schools have been increasing in enrollment and have 
greatly reduced teacher and staff turnover from past years.  Enrollment 
for 2020 has not yet been announced but is expected to be 
approximately 135 students.  Nashua athletic teams compete in the 
Montana 3C District.

The Kiwanis Club is conducting a major fund-raising campaign from 
local businesses and school alumni.  The initiative funding goal is 
$40,000.  The response so far has been outstanding and very heart-
warming from this local agricultural community which was shocked by a 
usually wet harvesting season in 2019 which resulted in the destruction 
of a large percentage of crops. The second economic hardship of the 
Covid pandemic has not diminished community support for its children 

and schools.                                                              Jim Will iamson
President, Glasgow Kiwanis
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D I V I S I O N 9

D I V I S I O N  6

Harlowton Kiwanis was excited to have the Boy 
Scout’s visit!  The Harlowton Kiwanis Club helps 
support the scout program.  

Harlowton Kiwanis club 
honored the Wheatland County 
Spelling Bee winners.
Left to right:  Aiden Brock- 3rd, 
Cindy Power -2nd and the 
Champ is Emmett Jacobsen.  

Eva Mitchell, Montana's 4th grade winner of Montana 
Farm Bureau Ag Drawing Contest.  We are so proud 
of this young lady and her slogan.  

SAVE THE 
DATE

OCTOBER 24 TH

KIWANIS ONE 
DAY
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D I V I S I O N 9

Enjoy the happy of the Helena Kiwanis Club! In spite of the smoke, Helena 
Kiwanis held a meeting at the 
Green Meadow Country Club 
patio. Guest speaker Garret 
Garrels read a chapter in his 
forthcoming book and member 
Wayne O'Brien told us about his 
cousin Jimmy, who remarkably is 
still alive after his childhood 
adventures!

Helena Kiwanians celebrated Cherry 
Park.  The photo is of the sign honoring 
the contributors. Those who purchased 
an item of equipment are also 
recognized by a contributor sticker on 
the equipment. 

D I V I S I O N 8

Kalispell Kiwanis continues to assist 
the community by allowing youth 
organizations like 4H to use the 
Kiwanis Lodge.  

D I V I S I O N 6

Farmers Union awarded Lewistown Kiwanis $500 
for COVID relief. Thanks to Raleigh Heitzman for 
applying for funds.

Malta Kiwanis and Key Club 
helped organize and hand 
out out all the wonderful 
goodies at the teacher drive-
through. 

D I V I S I O N 6
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L i nc o ln  Co unt y  St ud e nt  St a n d -Do w n

For the previous four years, Kootenai Kiwanis-
with the generosity of local businesses and 
individuals- has provided free school supplies to 
families.

To assist in the schools reopening safely, we 
have decided it is the best interest of our 
volunteers and entire community our yearly 
event has been cancelled.  

However, Libby and Troy Schools and students 
are an essential part of our community 
infrastructure. Therefore, we will work directly 
with the school and teachers to provide needed 
items for students in need. As schools reopen 
please let your individual teachers know what 
your individual needs are, and we will make 
every effort to full fill the needs of each student.

As normal we are still always in need of 
community support and would appreciate if you 
can help support our students and families by 
donating school supplies or even financial 
contributions.  We can arrange a pick-up time or 
meet for drop-off as well by calling 283-1197. 
Financial contributions can be mailed to 

Ko o t e n a i  K i w an i s  
P O  B ox  1 3 2 4

L i b b y  M T, 5 9 9 2 3
We wish everyone the best during these 
challenging times.

D I V I S I O N 8

The Miles City Kiwanis club holds a 
free drive -in movie theater.  There 
latest were Ford vs. Ferrari and The 
Robots.

Did you see Miles City 
Kiwanis selling cold 
beverages at 
Cowtown Moosic with 
@downtownmilescity?  
What a great series of 
events!

D I V I S I O N 5
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Adapting to 2020, the Missoula Kiwanis 
club decided that we wanted to do 
more directly assist the community. 
Members formed an ad hoc committee 
to find local organizations that needed 
help with projects, cleaning, organizing, 
anything that they were unable to get 
done themselves. We are doing one 
project each month. It's been so much 
fun! Maybe we've started a new habit.

D I V I S I O N 1

Sentinel Kiwanis of Missoula held a picnic!
Sentinel Kiwanis is committed to safe 
kids.  They helped with the  Safe Kids 
with the Drive Through Kids Fair by 
directing traffic and to hand out bags 
of goodies for kids.

Executive Director Thurston Elfstrom hosted a 
Sentinel Kiwanis meeting at the Montana 
Natural History Center last week where we 
learned all the cool things the group is doing to 
work with our community. 

Sentinel Kiwanis clubs then provide their CASA office with materials to fill their tote bags during home 
visits- materials such as playing cards (Go Fish, Old Maid, Uno), travel size board games for varying ages, 
crayons, colored pencils, coloring books, Playdough, puzzles, craft items, soft balls for tossing, small 
puppets, stuffed animals, magnet boards with letters and numbers, journals, and books. If you have any 
materials you would like to donate please contact Michele Wheeler at micwheinmt@gmail.com.

Sentinel Kiwanians donated almost $900 to the Walk 
to End Alzheimer's, which is much appreciated.  
Sentinel Kiwanis coordinated a walk to end 
Alzheimers on Sunday, October 4, at 1 p.m. at the 
west pavilion at Frenchtown Pond.   You are welcome 
to join the walk, whether or not you have made a 
donation. Or if you would still like to donate, please 
use this link:

act.alz.org/goto/TeamKiwanis

In coordination with the Montana Food Bank 
Network, apple purchases from the Sentinel Kiwanis 
were donated to the BackPack Program for the 2020-
2021 school year. This program provides nutritious 
snacks to youth that have hunger issues throughout 
Montana. 

D I V I S I O N 1
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D I V I S I O N 3 D I V I S I O N 6

The final Anaconda Kiwanis bicycle give-away took 
place on August 22. Long time member Al Messer, 
who repaired bicycles for years, retired from this 
project.  He ensured almost 4,000 bikes have been 
given away. Governor Jim Greene and 50 year 
member Dick Verstraete were present to give the 
bikes away. 

https://play.kiwanis.org/contestants/kiwanis-
club-of-polson/

D I V I S I O N 6

Polson Kiwanis took a run at the Legacy of Play 
on-line voting contest.  You can read more about 
their project here:  

The Boys and Girls Club of the Flathead Nation 
and Lake County is constructing a new facility 
across from Polson Middle School and Polson 
High School and near the elementary schools 
Cherry Valley and Linderman. The playground 
will impact over 200 youth a day from the ages 
of 6 through 17 in Lake County and the Flathead 
Indian Reservation, providing safe structured 
opportunity for play to all children attending the 
Boys and Girls Club. The majority of the 1,700 
youth and teens in the Polson and Valley View 
School Districts who will benefit are of low 
socioeconomic and disadvantaged status. Safe 
and engaging play activities have been shown to 
improve the social emotional health of children.  
Boys and Girls Club of the Flathead Reservation 
and Lake County, Kiwanis Club of Polson, 
Polson High School Key Club, and Lions Club 
are participating in this project.  

Tombstone Kiwanis, the on-line club of Virginia City, 
held their 6th annual Messy Party where some funds 
were raised for the Eliminate Project.  

D I V I S I O N 5

Sidney Kiwanis once again is having a 
successful apple sale! 
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D I V I S I O N  7

SHELBY KITE FESTIVAL
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